PASSAGES  FROM ARABIA DESERTA
baggage; it were an indignity even in the women's eyes. The men
sit on> wanning themselves over any blazing sticks they have
gathered, till the latest moment, and commonly Zeyd made
coffee. The bearing-camels are led in and couched between the
burdens; only the herdsman helps Hirfa to charge them upon
the rude pack-saddles, haddj, a wooden frame of desert acacia
timber, the labour of some nomad sany or Solubby. The under-
set pad of old tent-cloth, wittr, is stuffed with some dry herbage,
and all is girded under the camel's belly with a simple cord*
Zeyd called to help lift the loads, for they were over-heavy, did
it grudgingly, murmuring, 'Was a sheykh a porter to bear bur-
dens?* I also helped them to stay up the weighty half-loads in the
sides of the saddles until both were laid even and coupled. Zeyd
was a lordling in no contemptible tribe.  Such a sheykh should
not in men's sight put the hand to any drudgery; he leaves it to
his hind- A great sheykh may take upon him part care of his own
mare, in the menzil, whilst the hinds are all day herding in the
field; yet having led her to the well, if there be any by, of the
common tribesmen the sheykh will call him to draw her water.
Nevertheless sheykhs5 sons whilst they are children, and later as
young men armed, are much abroad with the tribes3 cattle and
companions with the herdsmen.  I have seen Zeyd go out with
a grass-hook to cut his mare's forage and bring again a mantle-
full on his back, and murmuring, with woe in his black visage,
it was Selim his son's duty: and the boy, oftentimes disobedient,
he upbraided, calling him his life's torment, Sheytin, only never
menacing him, for that were far from a Beduin father's mind.
We removed hardly ten miles, and pitched four hours to the
eastward of Dir el-Hamra. The hareem busily 'build' their
tents; but the men, as they have alighted, are idle, that when not
herding or riding in a foray sit all day at home only lazing and
toiding* *The jawwar (Bed. housewives), say they, are for the
labour of the household and to be under discipline/ Zeyd, with
a footcast in the sand-bank where we had taken shelter from the
gusty wind till the byte were standing, had made an hearth; then
he kneekd with the Beduin cheerfulness to kindle our gipsy fire,
Sdto gathered sticks, and we sat down to warm ourselves and
roast locusts.
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